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FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS

$300.00!!
That's right, Chapter D. We won $300 at tl
district rally for having the largest number
pre-registered participants, 38. Way to Gc
In addition to these 38, we had 5 that were
there on day passes and 4 on loan to the
district staff. 47 from Chapter D in total.

Speaking of the rally, we had a great time
We got “smoked” in the Mardi Gras dress
event, some of those guys spent more ma
on their costumes than Mike and Larry on
lights! But everyone loved the trinkets that
we threw: not those cheap old beads, but
bags of roasted peanuts. “D wing nuts” w.

a big hit, and a big mess for the clean up
crew. Sorry, Holiday Inn.

Larry Long won first place and Mike Huds:
second in the fixed light classification durii
the light parade. We had entries in the
umbrella and scrapbook competition. Yot
be able to see these on display at the nex
meeting. The scrapbook was awesome!
Thanks, Dewana, for the book and Sandy
the umbrella.

For next year, we need you creative types
help us create a banner and a mascot.

Continued on Page 9
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Helmet law

"Motorcycle Helmet Law Hits Bumpy Road" read on frant page of the News-Star, Saturday March 2Zeéms that Senator
Eric LaFleur, a democrat from Ville Platte, hagaduced two bills to limit the use of helmets whilding motorcycles. One to
limit the helmet requirement to riders under 21d #re other to set the cutoff at 18.

Statistics show that helmet use saves lives, sowduld anyone get on a bike without one? Possiblialise those riders dress
for the “ride”, and not the fall. We have frienttsat ride another brand of motorcycle and hatehttlenet law because they

believe a helmet restricts their view. The wifesvim a motorcycle accident not long ago, and foe she helmet kept her from

serious injury. Yet they still want the helmet lahanged. There are many more of them that wahamged too. Are they to be

the voice of all riders? Some of these riders siiip at a bar and have a couple of beers, thebagiton a bike. What if they

get on one without a helmet? They already havestwkes against them before they hit the startéiohu

This is a free country though, and everyone shbaiee the privilege to ride without a helmet if thelgase. After all, it's their

head, and if they want to chance a ride withouglenbt, shouldn't they have that right? That may e statement, except if
and when an accident occurs, more people are tmamtthe rider-victim. Even if they have no family friends to mourn, or

take care of them, someone has to. That costs meithgr insurance, or the government will haveate care of them. And

that folks, means you and me, whether higher tak@ssurance premiums.

I would ask you if you are so inclined, to contgotir Senator and Representative, and let them kmaow feelings on this very
important matter. And don't ride without a helmet.

Until next time, "Keep the shiny side up" and "whgmu come to a fork in the road, take it."

Charles Parker
Rider Educator, Chapter D




Jere & Maurine Pyburn

A Note From Your District Directors
April 2008
From your Past District Directors:

This is our last Newsletter article as your Digtiirectors and we would like to take this oppoityrto
say thank you to the members of the Louisiana Btstind All of our friends from all over the USAogrf
three wonderful years.

You have all been so supportive and helpful andemad responsibility fun and easy.

Representing Louisiana has been an Honor and Welwihys be grateful for the opportunity. While hgi
an officer required many hours of hard work, theaels have far outweighed the work that has beén pu
in.

We are not going anywhere and will be around te fa&rt with our extended family in Louisiana and Al
of GWRRA.

Until then,
Ride Safe and Often

Jere and Maurine
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Brent & Roxie Comeaux

HELLO GOLDWINGERS,

What a beautiful Sunday with clear blue skies! #ve riding the Boudin Run with Host Chapter B and
Guest Chapter A. Oh, Goldwinging..... and Boudin....with my Baby!.....Hey Rox, could this be a new
Rally song for GWRRA Idol? What you think, huh?...........Why you give mthoseeyes?

Well, the Boudin Run was a lot of FUN. We finishgal with plenty of smiles, hugs, and feeling veopd
about the day with fellow goldwing friends, alregulgnning the next event as we say goodbye. Rande
| feel exactly the same way about our last 3 yaargour Assistant District Directors. We have hagbod
time sharing in the fun with all of you and are ket about planning for the next event in our liv@hank
You, Jere & Maurine, for allowing us to share inugy&UN with all of your wonderful Staff.

Be Safe!
Your Friends,

Brent & Roxie Comeaux
Louisiana Asst. District Directors & Trainer



Mike and Pam Jastram

THE FUN NEVER STOPS BY WINGITMIKE April 2008

Chapter Meetings/RidesOn 2/18 we were off to Chapter C for their moptineeting. Pam got lucky and
won the 50/50. Guess we won't be asked back. /Omw8 went to Chapter M’s meeting. Again Pam won
the 50/50. Pam needs to stop doing that. We watteChapter M that day, riding around Toledo Bend
and in East Texas. Somehow | busted a seal orrony fork and Lucky had to limp home. Guess you
know where the 50/50 money went. We spent two daydexandria for Wingless Weekend. Looked like
everyone had a great time as we sure did. On Bé&pr B was nice enough to invite Chapter A oida r
in the Lafayette area. They took us to five défarstores that make their own boudin. What a twaide,
eat, and visit. One stop had egg roll boudin.ohder if anyone ever thought of making a boudirgburl
got an idea this won't be the last time ChapteuB pn such a ride. Thank you Chapter B.

Louisiana District Rally March 27-29

Two things are going to happen at the upcomingridtsRally. First, there is going to be fun and
excitement. Secondly there will be a new LouisiBxstrict Couple selected. That's right, our yearthe
District Couple is coming to an end. We have tled@ver 20,000 miles on our bike, (another 200@sni
in our car), attended rallies, chapter meetingspegon rides, and just enjoyed being with other
Goldwingers. We could write a book as to what veg dut to put it simply it was a grrrrrrrreat year

Thanks to all.
Pam and Mike



By the Book

Dale & Susan Wingrove Region H Trainers

Communication, What does it mean and why do we care  ? Continued from
February 2006

Way back in February of 2006, we published an lertianphasizing the importance of effective commanion. |
thought this might be a good time to continue disaan on this very important topic. Our OfficersiiB Book
encourages the use of effective communicationtsgkitoughout our Association.

The other half of effective communication is gomtiening. It should be automatic, like breathigter all, we listen
all the time. Or do we? The fact is, listeningldrearing are not the same thing. Hearing is fjusstfirst stage of
listening. Listening is a communication process aequires active participation. Like any otheillskistening

competency is achieved through learning and pmctidéstening is a master skill.

Some ways to practice your listening skillStop Talking — it may sound obvious but we can’t add to our kieolye
or understanding if we are busy talkinjo Multi-Tasking — In order to become an effective listener, yowsinearn
to manage what goes on in your own mind. Goodrisig requires the temporary suspension of alllatee thoughts.
Give speakers 100% of your attention along withtthe they need to complete their thoughts. [f's@thinking of
your response before they are done, you cannat lEathey have to offerListen Actively — A good listener is not
just a silent receptacle, passively receiving timughts and feeling of others. To be an effedlistener, you must
respond with verbal and non-verbal cues, whiclthietspeaker know that you are listening, and utaeding. Verbal
feedback works best when delivered in the form rigfbstatements rather than questions. Statenaioiw you to
paraphrase and reflect what you've heard. Thi®raptishes several things. It allows you to be sina you
understood the speaker correctly, affirms the sprsaduccess, and encourages the speaker to etahother.

10 Steps to Effective Listening
Face the speaker and maintain eye contact.
Be attentive yet relaxed.
Keep an open mind.
Listen to the words and try to picture what theadee is saying.
Don't interrupt and don’t impose your “solutions”.
Wait for the speaker to pause to clarify statements
Ask questions only to ensure understanding of wiest been said, avoiding questions that disrupt the
speaker’s train of thought.
8. Try to feel what the speaker is feeling.
9. Give the speaker regular feedback.
10. Pay attention to what isn't said — to feelingsjdhexpressions, gestures, posture, and other edral/cues

NogprwbE

“1 think I'll learn more from listening. Anything | would say, | already know.” — Anonymous
“l think one lesson | have learned is that there isi0 substitute for paying attention.” — Diane Sawsgr

Listening - The Other Half of Communication

Considering all that you know and have heard about acquiring good communication skills, have you taken any
steps toward self-improvement in that topic of study? | certainly hope so. Many resources for learning are
available within GWRRA. There are some Leadership Training (LTD) classes available that cover several different
kinds of communications skills very well. These classes are FREE for the asking. So, take advantage of the
opportunity for refining your skills when you can. Ask your District or Region Trainer for additional information and
be sure to check the LTD web page on the GWRRA National web site for ongoing class schedules.

Think about the skills of the successful people you have known. Are they good communicators?




Chapter Training “D”

Vests, Pins, Patches, and Rockers
What is this all about?

One thing you will notice is the number of GWRRAmigers wearing leather or fabric vests with pinsaiches. The
patches and rockers usually identify the Chaptéstriot & Region the member participates with.islan easy way to
show pride in your Chapter, District or Region. Mains & patches represent a fond memory of a "rafe’event”
the member participated in. Those pins & patchedasically souvenirs that are fun to look backasrthe memories
they represent. Other patches and rockers regraseolunteer position a member holds or has heldle others
signify the achievement in the Rider Education Paogor Leadership Training course. Members are@w@aged to
wear their vests at motorcycle functions as a meaidentification and pride.

Order forms for patches and rockers are availabla fyour District Director.

Ride Coordinators

James and Sherry Jones
Ronnie and Janie Ainsworth

We have enjoyed two great rides since the last lett@s The first was a Sunday afternoon ride, cardi

9" starting at I-20 and State Highway 151 and endinine Hungry Logger in Chatham. Sixteen bikes and
trikes attended the ride that traveled through @itacCaldwell, Winn, and Bienville Parishes. Oisttrip,

you could truly say we took the road least traveéledybe an occasional four-wheel drive). If you said
the ride, you missed an adventure.

Our second ride began at 8:00 AM on MarcH a&the truck stop on Well Road in West Monroe, treh
proceeded to the McDonalds in Farmerville, whereowkof-towners joined the group. Twelve bikes and
trikes left Farmerville on our way to the Jonquélsiival in Washington, Arkansas. Ronnie led the,ritlie

to a lack of confidence in my choice of road swfétee previous week. The weather was great, efoept

little wind. In Washington, we picnicked, shoppéaljred the antiques car show and enjoyed some great
music. We left Washington around 2:30 PM and rodekbto Spearsville, where we met two additional
couples and the boss’s wife, for dinner. It waseagride!

While at the rally in March, 10 bikes and one “pak up” truck rode to Pat's Fisherman's Wharf in
Henderson for some great seafood. Pat's is a familyenterprise with restaurant, seafood market and
Cajun dance club, and sits at the edge of the Aatdza River basin. If you're ever in the area araht to

try it out, take the 115 exit 12 miles east of lyafie and take highway 352 three miles east uotil jun

into the levee. Pat’s is on the left.

Jim has a trip planned to the Chapter H Progre€3imaer Ride in Houma that will leave on Friday,ri\p
11 around 1:00. This ride will be an overnightdt.will be about a six hour ride down on Friday.eTh
progressive dinner ride will last until about 3:00pn Saturday. We'll get a good night’s sleep Hreh
ride home through plantation country on Sundayorévetails at the next meeting.

If you haven’'t made one of our rides, come joiny@)'ll have fun, and possibly some surprises altireg
way.

James Jones



Lagniappe

Door Prizes

Last month’s winners were: Alan Kennedy, Susan PagDevinney, Allen Ledford, Martin DeseamusaRiee, Bob
Devinney, Dewanna Tarver, Phyllis Pepper, Louanpelnd, Buddy Tarver, Peggy Fuller, Allen Verdickary
Jones, Rita Jarmon, Annette Long, Maurine Pybuame$ Poe, Synder Bishop, Donald Myers, Dale BisBapdy
Hudson, Steve Rayborn, Paulette Eubanks, Kim Hembigbye Gaar, Billy Jarmon, Ron Eubanks.

50/50

Johnny Gordon and Paulette Eubanks  $ 87.50

Green Ball

Eddie Hendry, and he missed! $55.00 carries forward.

FYI

AL Dist Rally 4/3 — 4/5 Mobile, AL
Region H Rally 4/17-19 Marshall, TX
MO Dist Rally 5/1-5/3 Branson, Mo
TX Rally 5/8-5/10 Corpus Christi, TX
AR Dist Rally 5/22-5/24 Harrison, AR
Honda Hoot 6/17 Knoxville
Honda Homecoming 7/24-7/29 Marysville, OH

MS District Rally 10/16-10-18 Biloxi, MS



FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS

Continued from Page 1

We need everyone to attend the next Chapter medtmgsday, April 8. We will be discussing the very
important topic of meeting space. Also, if you bav GWRRA vest, please were it and ride your hike t
the meeting.

Keep your bikes ready. In April, there will beiderto Houma on the 113", a ride to the Region Rally
in Marshall, TX on the 19 and a fun run and crawfish boil on thé"26Charles Parker will once again
host the bug boil. Details will be discussed atiieeting Thursday.

Until next time,
Keep it fun, keep it safe
Jim and Reba

Dear Goldwing Family,
Thank you all for the cards, phone calls, prayes expressions of concern for me since my surdery.
appreciate what each of you has done.

Love,
Reba



