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FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS 
Steve and Faye Alexander 

Chapter gatherings held the 1st Thursday of each 
month at: 

The Piccadilly Cafeteria** 

2203 Louisville Ave.  Monroe, Louisiana 

6:00 to eat, 7:00 to meet 

www.nelawings.org 

**Except Dec:  WM Recreation Center, No. 7th St 
WM. 
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Inside this issue: 

Hey Guys, 

W ell the house was 
packed at our May 5th 
gathering. It was really 
good to see every-
one  riding and meeting 
up with friends. 

The Crawfish Boil was 
a big success as we 
had 41 people in at-
tendance. Thanks go 
out to Missi and Allen 
Verdick for the use of 
their home, to Freddie 
Brown and Donna for 
boiling the crawfish and 
to Martin DeSeamus for 
cooking the burgers. 

On the Sunday, May 
15th ride, 8 bikes and 
trikes ventured over to 
Vicksburg to see the 
rising water. We now 
have celebrities among 
us as Janie Ainsworth 
and Snyder Bishop 
were interviewed for 
the local TV station in 
Mississippi. They then 
upgraded  to Super-
stars as it was picked 
up on MSNBC. 

 For the dinner ride on 
the 21st,  we had 21 
people at Lonestar en-
joying steak and good 
company.  Steve and I 
left on Thursday for 
Rogers, Arkansas for 
their District Conven-
tion on the 26, 27, and 
28th. Steve got to dunk 
the better looking half 
of the District Directors 
in the dunking tank, 
while a good time was 
had by all.  

We are looking forward 
to  the June activities 
as the Burgers and Ice 
Cream runs start this 
month, a winger's  two 
favorite things to do. 

Check your calendar 
for dates and times. 

Don't forget about our 
special meeting on 
June 30 (for July) as 
Wing DIng will be the 
first week of July. 

Now on a special note, 
we would like to thank 
Chapter D for all the 
support shown to us as 
we go to Wing Ding for 
the International Cou-
ple Selection. We are 
very blessed to have 
such a wonderful ex-
tended family and as 
always, remember to 
be safe. 

Steve and Faye 
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Hello Louisiana Members, 

Beverly and I would like to thank everyone for the vote of confidence that you all 
have shown us with this new position as the District Directors.  We know we have 
a lot of things to learn and some mighty big shoes to fill. (We have Brent and Rox-

ie’s gift of big clown shoes on the wall to look at every day). 

Our plans are to make every Chapter gathering at least once this year and if possi-
ble make the Chapter event also for support and any help you may need.  So far 

we have attended 7 different Chapter gatherings and/or events this year.  We also 
want everyone in the District to know that you can contact us at any time, by 

phone, by e-mail or when we meet at any function we attend.  If you have ques-
tions, feel free to ask us.  If we don’t know the answers, we will find them for you. 

The April Convention was a great success and we have all of you to thank for that.  
If not for your support and hard work, it would not ha ve been the success it was. 

Chapter “B”, what a great host Chapter!  They stuffed the ditty bags, put up barricades, and handled the guided 
tours and more.  Thanks again for all you do. 

All the Chapters did their share at the registration table, security, bike show, light show, sold the Grand Prize/50-25-
25 and Couple Basket tickets.  Thanks to all of you also. 
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with volunteered help. 

We were unable to attend the Texas Convention due to the probability of high water being diverted down the Mor-
ganza Spillway from the Mississippi River. We live near the end of the spillway in the Morgan City area where the 

diverted water will pass through on its way to the Gulf of Mexico. Our biggest threat will come from the back water 
caused by the opening of the Morganza Floodgates. They say for us to expect anywhere from 3-6 feet of rising water.  

We have moved some of our belongings plus our bikes to Beverly’s father’s house where we feel it will be safe. 

There are other people who live in the spillway area that are in far more danger than we are, so keep them in your 
thoughts.  These people have emptied their homes and evacuated for higher ground. 

See you all soon. 

Your Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 

Merlin & Beverly Mayon 
Louisiana District Directors 

P. O. Box 3527 
Morgan City, LA  70381    H/985-384-2673   C/985-519-1524 

 



 3 

 

���������������� ��������������	
����
�������������������������������������
�����������������������������������



 4 

 

Chapter “D”  
   Leadership Team 
 
Chapter Directors 
Steve and Faye Alexander 
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�
Assistant Chapter Directors 
Bo and Phyllis Pepper 
�
Chapter Educator 
Allen Verdick 
�
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Treasurer 
Dale Bishop 
Snyderbishop@wildblue.net 
�
�

Newsletter Editor 
Jim and Reba Berry 
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Photographer 
Sandy Hudson 
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Chapter Couple 
Ron and Paulette Eubanks 
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Quick Calendar 
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Hey! Turn that danged camera off! 
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At the May gathering: 
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Never count your money while you’re sitting at the table! 

May birthdays May anniversaries 
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Chapter D thanks you for serving on our 

leadership team. 

Patricia Watt Chapter Treasurer 
 

DeWanna Tarver Scrapbook Coordinator 
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Pulling a Trailer 
 
It is getting the time of year when everyone is going on vacations and taking long trips on 
the bike, so I wanted to talk about trailers. Some people with big bikes like to pull a trailer 
as a way to carry the luggage that would be needed on an extended trip. Motorcycles by 
design are unable to carry copious amounts of luggage or cargo.  The main problem with 
loading the backseat or trunk of a motorcycle is improper weight distribution, wear and 
tear, and handling problems. With proper technique, design, and loading, a trailer can be 
added to most motorcycles. 
 
A trailer is an alternative method of loading gear. Each motorcycle has particular design 
characteristics that are being modified to allow the operator to carry more gear. As the operator, you will have to decide how much 
is enough. A trailer is not a blank check to bring everything. A simple rule for loading a trailer is to take everything you would put 
on or in the bike and put it in the trailer instead. When you start filling the trailer remember the trailer total weight should be dis-
tributed over the axles so that the tongue is about 10 – 20% of the total weight of the trailer. Figure the total allowance of weight 
for the bike by looking in your owner’s manual. Add all the gear weight on the bike including passengers and riders. Don’t forget 
to add the tongue weight or the trailer. If you are in the positive and not overweight, you’re doing good. If the amounts are over, 
start shedding gear. Motorcycles, like people, are very finicky on how much weight they are moving.  
 
Remember, all of the weight ( trailer, motorcycle, riders) is still going to be stopped by those same brakes, and accelerated by the 
same drive train. Depending on the weight of the trailer you choose to tow, all of the components are going to wear a lot faster. 
Brakes and tires may be the most affected components on the bike. Proper loading is going to be the most important part of trailer-
ing because it’s going to effect every other part of the handling of the motorcycle.  
 
When starting out and stopping a trailer, you want to be straight as possible. The resistance to moving the trailer will pull the bike 
over in the direction the trailer is. For example, if the rider stops with the trailer “kicked out “ to the right the motorcycle will be 
pulled to the right as it begins to move forward. With the bike and trailer in line, the resistance will not affect the balance.  When 
stopping a motorcycle trailer combination, allow increased  room to stop. Only experience will show how much, but the increased 
weight being stopped of the bike and trailer will require more brake effort over longer distances. When stopping, the bike should 
be kept as upright and straight as possible. The surge of the trailer forward as the bike stops should be directed as straight as possi-
ble thru the bike. If the bike is leaning and turning during braking, the surge will have a tendency to push the bike over in the op-
posite direction, or push the rear wheel to the side.  
 
If the hitch is set up wrong, another problem can occur. On hitches that are above the  rear hub of the bike when braking, the 
weight shift normal to stopping lightens the rear wheel. This effect will be exaggerated even more by a high hitch. Another fright-
ening effect can be the front wheel lightening on braking. Excessively heavy trailers on low slung hitches can lighten the front 
wheel and create a wobble when slowing.  Depending on the weight and design of a trailer, in slow speed turns, it will tend to pull 
the bike aside in the direction of the turn. In high speed,  the trailer can track on the outside of the turn, pulling the bike upright. 
This effect usually is minimal, but can drastically effect the operation of the motorcycle if the trailer is overloaded.  
 
Obviously, the motorcycle trailer combination is going to operate easier if it is properly maintained. Most trailer manufacturers 
have suggestions on tire inflation, bearing care, and care of hitches. Have a service professional set up and check your trailer if you 
have any doubts. You should always perform a pre-ride inspection of your bike and trailer before you set off on your trip.  Include 
checking your hitch assembly in your inspection. 
 
Trailers allow a motorcyclist to include the extra gear desired and not pile the bike high with everything. It is a safe and secure 
way to bring along everything you want on your trip, within reason. Please keep this in mind when packing and loading your trail-
er.  
 
Remember, in the end , you are responsible for your own safety! So be careful and enjoy your ride.  
 
Allen D. Verdick 
Chapter Educator 
GWRRA, LA D� �
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Hello La District team…               From the seat of La District Educator.  
 
I would like to thank all the Chapter teams for assisting with your chapter Educators.  For 
without you, they would not be able in assist the chapter to achieve zero accidents.  
 
In GWRRA, one of the things that we do a lot of is ride in groups or better known as team 
riding. There are three areas during this activity that seem to have some confusion:  lane 
changes, grouping up at traffic lights,  and getting off the highway or going into a parking lot.  
These areas are very important and need to be practiced.  Please, while performing these ma-
neuvers, remember team work is essential and good Road Captains, or point bikes, and drag bikes are very important.  Also, radio 
commutations during these actions are limited to the point and drag bikes. 
 
Shown below are examples of the proper way to perform these operations.  If done right, you reduce the risk to your group from un-
foreseen dangers.  
 
To learn more of safe group riding, please attend one of the free seminars that GWRRA offers. 
 
Have FUN,  It looks like poetry in motion.  
 
Thanks, 
Rodd Polk 
District Educator 

 

Ó Version 5.08 May 2008 Team Riding Presentation
12

• Ride Conduct (cont.)

Last Out

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Two Lane Pass

Ó Version 5.08 May 2008 Team Riding Presentation
13

• Ride Conduct (cont.)
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Chapter D crawfish boil 
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Ok, is really going to be on MSNBC? 

Sunday afternoon ride to Vicksburg 
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FOR SALE 
 
 
2 each. - J & M Performance Series Headsets for Open Face Helmets.  Less than1 year old. 
 
Paid $ 140.00 each, will sell for $100.00 each. 
  
Jere Pyburn 
318-387-1741 
jlpyburn@comcast.net 
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Hello Everyone  

I would like to start by thanking Brent & Roxie for  inviting us 
to be part of their team. Nancy and I have to say it was a fun 
experience.  We enjoyed our three years on the staff, and that 
we were part of a group that worked well together. I have to 
say that there was a lot of work to put on a convention. But 
when you hear all of the compliments about how great the convention was, it makes the 
whole effort worthwhile and gives you a good feeling for the success of everything you 
have done. Now Brent & Roxie have ridden into the sunset and Merlin & Beverly have 
come in the sunrise. Merlin & Beverly have asked Nancy & me to stay on their staff as 
their MEC’s. They have put together a good group of members to make up their team 
that will keep up with the tradition of having one of the best Conventions around. So 
once again thanks, from Nancy & me. 

I joined GW in 1999 at the same time as Merlin & Beverly, and I have to say that we 
have put a lot of miles together on our Goldwings. I know them very well and they are 
two very hard-working people that will give you 110% on everything they do. So, Nancy 
& I are looking for a great convention next year and hope all of the Chapters give them 
all of their support. 

I hope to continue doing the same thing as MEC and for all of the Chapter MEC’s to 
continue doing the same as we have been doing our part to keep our Membership steady. 
Remember no members, no organization. If you have any questions and need anything 
from me, please contact me any time. 

Thanks 
Erroll Pellegrin  
La Dist MEC 
Pelly@mobiletel.com 
985-804-5600 

 

  

  

  

District Membership Enhancement Coordinators 
Nancy and Errol Pellegrin 
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COUPLE of the YEAR PRO-

GRAM  

Hello Members, 
  
Time sure flies when you are having fun.  Amy and I are very honored 
to be selected as your new 2011 District Couple of the year.  We would 
like to thank Wendell and Marie Vince for the wonderful job they have 
done this past year representing the District.  They are now doing a 
great job representing Region H as Region Couple of the Year. Amy 
and I have been traveling a lot lately going to different chapter gather-
ings and meeting your chapter couples.  If we have not made it to you yet, we will as soon as possi-
ble.  We made it to the Texas District Convention where I had the honor of serving as a judge for 
their new District Couple of the Year.  Congratulations go out to Dale and Carleen Garrett of Texas 
Chapter T.  We know they will do a fabulous job representing Texas!  If you get a chance to visit the 
Texas District Convention, please do so next year. It is a great time to meet up with your GWRRA 
friends and family. 
 
The next Couple of the year selection will be held at 
Wing Ding 33 in Knoxville TN. Please come out and 
support Faye and Steve Alexander for the International 
COY Selection.   We are looking forward to seeing eve-
ryone July 6-9 at Wing Ding 33. 
 
One thing that we noticed at the Texas Convention was 
that all the Chapter, District, Regional and International 
Couples of the Year wore their medallions with pride.  I 
would like for all of Louisiana’s Chapter Couples of the 
Year to wear your medallions to every GWRRA event 
you attend.  It not only designates you as having been 
selected for this honor, but it also helps to promote the 
COY program. 
 
We would also like to ask the Chapter Directors to 
please send us an up to date email address and name of 
your Chapter Couples. 
 

Amy & Allen Strain�

COUPLE OF THE YEAR COORDINATORS 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
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(Continued on page 15) 
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    Steve & Carolyn Cotton 

Sand Springs, OK 
(918) 245-7111 
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These are 1, 3 and 6 bedroom cabins that 13 couples from Chapter D have reserved for Wing Ding 33 
in Knoxville, TN.  If you are interested in a cabin get in touch with Jim Berry and he will get  you info. 

Don’t be left out! 

Pepper, Stagg and Hudson cabin 

Berry, Bishop, Verdick, Watt, Jarmon, and Deseamus cabin 

Ledford cabin Doles cabin 

Parker and Hendricks cabin 


